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Dominic Howells
Year of call: 2016
Degree: BA (Hons) (Oxon)

Dominic commenced practice in September 2017 after completing a year of pupillage
in Chambers. He accepts instructions in all of Chambers’ main areas of practice.
Dominic has recently been instructed in a range of commercial, employment, sports,
competition, revenue, public and regulatory matters, both as sole counsel and together
with leading counsel. In 2017, Dominic undertook a secondment at the Financial
Conduct Authority where he worked on the transfer of claims management regulation
from the Ministry of Justice to the FCA.

Dominic was recently appointed to The Attorney General's panel of counsel (C panel),
effective from September 2021.

Before coming to the bar, Dominic worked in investment banking as a Director in the
London office of Perella Weinberg Partners. His work involved advising on mergers,
acquisitions and restructuring transactions in a range of industries, with a focus on
financial services, asset management and insurance.

EXPERIENCE

Commercial

Dominic's practice includes all areas of commercial work. He is regularly instructed in
cases in the High Court and in arbitral tribunals, both with leading counsel and in his
own right. Recently, Dominic has appeared in larger commercial trials together with
leading counsel and has been instructed on commercial cases proceeding in the High
Court concerning shareholder and joint venture disputes, breach of confidence, fraud,
conspiracy and tax avoidance in sectors ranging from agriculture and industry to media
and entertainment.
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Cases

Eclipse Litigation
(High Court, ongoing)

Acting for the defendant, HSBC, in a £1.3bn legal challenge brought by a group of over
300 investors in a series of filming financing schemes known as the Eclipse
Partnerships, which HMRC ruled were unlawful tax avoidance vehicles. The claim was
first brought in 2020 and is continuing. (Led by Andrew Green QC and Simon Pritchard)

John West Foods v Marine Management Organisation
[2021] EWHC 1763 (QB); [2022] 1 WLR 137

Acted for the claimant importer in a damages claim against the MMO for fishery
products wrongfully detained at port in purported reliance on EU law powers. A
positive judgment for the claimant following a two-day hearing of preliminary issues
was dispositive on all liability issues. (Led by Tom de la Mare QC)

Advetec Holdings v Shaw
(High Court, 2020-2021)

Instructed for the defendant, a former senior employee and founder of the claimant
company in proceedings concerning alleged misuse of confidential information,
unlawful competition, breach of covenants and conspiracy. The case involved an
application for the delivery of documents and computers and an application for
permission to bring committal proceedings.

Kumar v Camelot UK Lotteries
(High Court, 2020)

Acted for the defendant lottery operator, successfully resisting an application for
Norwich Pharmacal relief to require disclosure of the identity of the lottery winner.

Donovan v Grainmarket Asset Management
[2020] EWHC 17 (Comm)

Acted for the successful claimant in a claim arising out of his participation in a property
development joint venture. The claimant recovered over £1.2 million representing his
unpaid share of the fees generated by the joint venture and the reimbursement of fees
wrongly charged on his own investment. Led by Andrew Green QC at trial; appeared
unled in various hearings for interim applications and consequential matters.

Alexander Zverev v ACE Group International
[2020] EWHC 3513 (Ch)

Acted for the defendant, a sports manager and agent in relation to a claim brought by a
tennis player client. The claimant sought a declaration that the contract engaging the
defendant was an unenforceable restraint of trade. Led by Nick de Marco QC in a case
which settled on the first day of trial; appeared unled in various hearings for interim
applications and case management.
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Advice in relation to Commercial Arbitration
(2019-2020)

Advised the sellers of an online gambling business in relation to an arbitral claim
against the buyers for earn-out consideration in which counterclaims were asserted for
alleged breaches of warranties. Led by Andrew Green QC in a case which settled at
mediation.

Mazandi v Booking.com and Vacationspot
(High Court, 2019)

Instructed by the second defendant (a booking agent) in a claim brought by a hotelier
alleging fraud, breach of competition law and unfair contract terms. Appeared for the
second defendant in a successful strike out application.

Commercial Arbitration
2019

Acted in an arbitration at the CIArb in relation to a commercial vehicle rental
agreement.

Green Deal Marketing Southern Ltd v Economy Energy Trading Ltd
[2019] EWHC 507 (Ch)

Acted for Economy Energy in relation to a claim for damages for breach of an agency
contract and compensation pursuant to the Commercial Agents (Council Directive)
Regulations 1993. The Claimant's claim was for approximately £21 million, of which it
recovered £1 million. (Led by Andrew Green QC)

Film financing
Advised on jurisdiction, the enforceability of an arbitration agreement and the
availability of anti-suit relief in relation to a dispute arising out of film financing
arrangements (with Nick de Marco).

IESA Logistics v The Director of Border Revenue
TC/2017/05448

Appeared for the appellant hauliers in their challenge to a seizure decision by the
Border Force.

Peak Gen and others v Gas and Electricity Markets Authority
(Administrative Court, 2018)

Appeared for the second interested party in support of the respondent to an
application for interim relief in the Administrative Court. The dispute concerned the
implementation of CMP264/265 changes to regulated charges for electricity
transmission.
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Madoff Litigation
(Commercial Court)

Advice to the Trustee of the liquidation of Bernard Madoff’s New York corporation
(BLMIS) and his personal estate in relation to recovery proceedings (assisting
Pushpinder Saini QC and Robert Weekes).

Crown Bidco Ltd v Vertu Holdings Oy (& ors)
(Commercial Court)

Dispute concerning the sale by Nokia Corporation of the ‘Vertu’ luxury mobile phones
business. The Claimant claimed that warranties were breached in the share purchase
agreement and the principal sum claimed exceeds £100m. The Defendants
counterclaimed, alleging amongst other things, a conspiracy to defraud (assisting
Robert Weekes).

Mir v Malik
(Chancery Division, 2018)

Acted for the successful claimant in High Court proceedings to recover a sum lent to
finance a property development venture. The defendant was subject to a freezing
order to prevent the dissipation of his assets.

Civil Fraud, Asset Recovery & Injunctive Relief

Dominic accepts instructions in all areas of civil fraud work. Dominic has appeared with
leading counsel in ex parte freezing order proceedings and in his own right in a High
Court debt recovery claim; he is currently instructed in several sets of fraud
proceedings in the High Court and in arbitration.

Cases

Advetec Holdings v Shaw
(High Court, 2020-2021)

Instructed for the defendant, a former senior employee and founder of the claimant
company in proceedings concerning alleged misuse of confidential information,
unlawful competition, breach of covenants and conspiracy. The case involved an
application for the delivery of documents and computers and an application for
permission to bring committal proceedings.

Crown Bidco Ltd v Vertu Holdings Oy (& ors)
(Commercial Court)

Dispute concerning the sale by Nokia Corporation of the ‘Vertu’ luxury mobile phones
business. The Claimant claimed that warranties were breached in the share purchase
agreement and the principal sum claimed exceeds £100m. The Defendants
counterclaimed, alleging amongst other things, a conspiracy to defraud (assisting
Robert Weekes).
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Mir v Malik
(Chancery Division, 2018)

Acted for the successful claimant in High Court proceedings to recover a sum lent to
finance a property development venture. The defendant was subject to a freezing
order to prevent the dissipation of his assets.

Hewlett Packard Enterprise Company v Sage
[2017] EWHC 66 (QB)

An application for committal for contempt of court arising out of breaches of a search
order and freezing injunction (assisting Anthony Peto QC and Robert Weekes).

Madoff Litigation
(Commercial Court)

Advice to the Trustee of the liquidation of Bernard Madoff’s New York corporation
(BLMIS) and his personal estate in relation to recovery proceedings (assisting
Pushpinder Saini QC and Robert Weekes).

Arbitration

Dominic accepts instructions in all arbitral matters. Recently, he has been instructed in
cases before a range of arbitral tribunals dealing with commercial and sports disputes.

Cases

Advice in relation to Commercial Arbitration
(2019-2020)

Advised the sellers of an online gambling business in relation to an arbitral claim
against the buyers for earn-out consideration in which counterclaims were asserted for
alleged breaches of warranties. Led by Andrew Green QC in a case which settled at
mediation.

Film financing
Advised on jurisdiction, the enforceability of an arbitration agreement and the
availability of anti-suit relief in relation to a dispute arising out of film financing
arrangements (with Nick de Marco).

Commercial Arbitration
2019

Acted in an arbitration at the CIArb in relation to a commercial vehicle rental
agreement.
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Employment

Dominic accepts instructions in all areas of employment work. He appears regularly in
the employment tribunals in unfair dismissal, discrimination and whistleblowing claims.
Dominic's practice also includes employee competition, contractual claims and work
with an international aspect.

Cases

Beasley v Rainbow Trust Children's Charity
(Employment Tribunal, 2021)

Acted pro bono for the respondent charity in a seven-day trial, successfully defending
claims of discrimination, whistleblowing detriment and unfair dismissal.

Page v Cathedral Controls
(Employment Tribunal, 2021)

Acted for the respondent employer in a one-day unfair dismissal hearing in which
partial defences of contribution and Polkey reduction succeeded.

Khan and Ali v A Y Trading
(Employment Tribunal, 2021)

Appeared for the successful claimants at a six-day trial and subsequent remedy and
costs hearing in relation to claims for sex and religious discrimination, sexual
harassment and whistleblowing detriment.

Sithirapathy v PSI CRO
(Employment Tribunal, 2019-2021)

Acted for the successful respondent employer in a complex unfair dismissal,
discrimination and whistleblowing case with a cross-border element. The case involved
a two-day preliminary hearing on jurisdiction and a four-day substantive final hearing.

Advetec Holdings v Shaw
(High Court, 2020-2021)

Instructed for the defendant, a former senior employee and founder of the claimant
company in proceedings concerning alleged misuse of confidential information,
unlawful competition, breach of covenants and conspiracy. The case involved an
application for the delivery of documents and computers and an application for
permission to bring committal proceedings.
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Foster v Contact Security
(Employment Tribunal, 2019)

Appeared for the respondent employer at a three-day trial, successfully defending
claims of whistleblowing detriment and unfair dismissal in relation to alleged
health-and-safety protected disclosures in the construction industry.

P v Q, R and S
(Employment Tribunal, 2019)

Appeared for the claimant in a four-day trial of claims for discrimination, sexual
harassment and whistleblowing arising out of her employment. The case was made
subject to anonymity orders in view of the content of the allegations.

Employee competition
Advice in relation to unlawful competition by a number of former employees including
breaches of post-termination restrictive covenants, misuse of confidential information
and conspiracy.

Employment law in offshore financial centre
Advice to the regulator of an offshore financial centre on the interpretation of local
employment regulations (assisting Ben Jaffey QC).

ICAP Management Services Limited v Berry and BGC Services
(Holdings) LLP
[2017] EWHC 1321 (QB)

A claim for damages and injunctive relief brought against a former employee and his
new employer. The claim concerned the enforceability of garden leave and
post-termination restrictive covenants and the effect of the Transfer of Undertakings
(Protection of Employment) Regulations 2006 (assisting Paul Goulding QC and Diya
Sen Gupta).

Equality law in relation to maternity leave
Advice to an employer in relation to its policy on pay for employees returning from
maternity leave (assisting Diya Sen Gupta).

Employee competition, contractual dispute and unfair dismissal
2018

Advised on a case involving a complex set of claims made by and against a former
employee which raised contractual, breach of confidence and statutory employment
issues (Led by Robert Howe QC).
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Sport

Dominic is regularly instructed in sports cases both in the High Court and in arbitral
tribunals. Dominic acts for players, managers, governing bodies and other participants
in the world of sport.

Cases

Alexander Zverev v ACE Group International
[2020] EWHC 3513 (Ch)

Acted for the defendant, a sports manager and agent in relation to a claim brought by a
tennis player client. The claimant sought a declaration that the contract engaging the
defendant was an unenforceable restraint of trade. Led by Nick de Marco QC in a case
which settled on the first day of trial; appeared unled in various hearings for interim
applications and case management.

England and Wales Cricket Board
(Cricket Discipline Commission, 2019)

Acted for the sports governing body, prosecuting two players for bringing the game
into disrepute by their conduct off the field of play.

Doping sanctions advice
Advice in relation to sanctions for breaches of anti-doping rules under the Word
Anti-Doping Agency Code.

British Boxing Board Of Control
(Southern Area Council, 2019)

Appeared for a boxer in misconduct proceedings under Regulation 25 of the British
British Boxing Board of Control, heard before the Southern Area Council.

Media & Entertainment

Dominic is regularly instructed in media and entertainment disputes. He has acted for
musicians, screenwriters, directors, agents/managers, record labels and film rights
owners, among others, in disputes in the High Court, County Court and Intellectual
Property Enterprise Court. Dominic also has experience acting in disputes related to
gambling, counterfeit designer goods, fashion modelling and creative agency work. He
accepts instructions in all media, entertainment and related areas.
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Financial Services & Banking

Dominic accepts instructions in all areas of financial services work. Recently, he has
advised a number of clients in relation to FCA regulatory compliance and has appeared
together with leading counsel in a case before the RDC.

While working in investment banking, Dominic advised on a number of transactions
involving asset managers, private equity companies, life and non-life insurers and retail
financial services. He also undertook “special committee” work, advising on conflicts of
interest between shareholders and executive management in financial services firms.

In 2017, Dominic completed a secondment at the Financial Conduct Authority where
he worked on the transfer of claims management regulation from the Ministry of
Justice to the FCA.

Cases

FCA v Aviva plc
(RDC, 2020)

Instructed by the respondent company in enforcement proceedings brought by the
FCA over a stock exchange announcement concerning the company’s preference
shares. Led by Javan Herberg QC in proceedings before the RDC.

Financial Conduct Authority
Seconded to the Financial Conduct Authority to work on the transfer of claims
management regulation from the Ministry of Justice to the FCA.

Civil Liberties & Human Rights

Dominic accepts instructions in all areas of civil liberties and human rights work.
During pupillage, he assisted in a number of cases relating to privacy and data
protection issues and in litigation concerning UK involvement in extraordinary
rendition.

Cases

Solaria Energy v Dept for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy
[2020] EWCA Civ 1625

Acted for the defendant Government department in relation to a claim for alleged
interference with the claimant’s rights under Article 1 Protocol 1 of the ECHR, arising
out of a proposed change to the feed-in tariff for solar electricity. The defendant
brought a successful application for summary judgment on limitation grounds and
resisted an appeal to the Court of Appeal. Led by Tom Weisselberg QC.
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Privacy International v United Kingdom
(European Court of Human Rights, pending)

A claim under article 10 of the European Convention on Human Rights concerning the
blanket exclusion of GCHQ from disclosure obligations under the Freedom of
Information Act 2000 (assisting Ben Jaffey QC).

Belhaj v Straw
[2017] EWHC 1861 (QB)

Response to the Secretary of State’s application under section 6 of the Justice and
Security Act 2013. The application sought a declaration that closed material
proceedings could be used to protect sensitive information about UK involvement in
extraordinary rendition (assisting Ben Jaffey QC).

Equalities law and religious charitable purposes
Advice to a charitable foundation on the requirements of the Equality Act 2010 with
respect to discrimination on the grounds of religion and race (assisting Ben Jaffey QC).

Privacy International v Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs
(Investigatory Powers Tribunal)

A claim concerning the legality of the intelligence services’ use of bulk personal
datasets and bulk communications data (assisting Ben Jaffey QC).

Data protection
Advice on the merits of a claim against a research company for breach of the Data
Protection Act 1998 in the processing of sensitive personal data (assisting Ben Jaffey
QC).

Deprivation of British citizenship
Advice on the merits of an appeal against a notice by the Secretary of State under
section 40 of the British Nationality Act 1986, depriving a person of British citizenship
(assisting Ben Jaffey QC).

Public & Regulatory

Dominic accepts instructions in all areas of public and regulatory work. During
pupillage, he assisted in cases and advisory work in relation to UK and foreign public
regulators. Recently, Dominic has appeared in the Competition and Markets Authority
and the High Court in energy market disputes, in the First Tier Tribunal in a successful
appeal against a seizure by the Border Revenue and in a High Court damages claim
arising from the purported exercise of EU law powers.



clerks@blackstonechambers.com

+44 (0)20 7583 1770

Blackstone Chambers, Blackstone House, Temple, London, EC4Y 9BW

Tel: +44(0)20-7583 1770 Fax: +44(0)20-7822 7350

Email: clerks@blackstonechambers.com

Cases

John West Foods v Marine Management Organisation
[2021] EWHC 1763 (QB); [2022] 1 WLR 137

Acted for the claimant importer in a damages claim against the MMO for fishery
products wrongfully detained at port in purported reliance on EU law powers. A
positive judgment for the claimant following a two-day hearing of preliminary issues
was dispositive on all liability issues. (Led by Tom de la Mare QC)

Solaria Energy v Dept for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy
[2020] EWCA Civ 1625

Acted for the defendant Government department in relation to a claim for alleged
interference with the claimant’s rights under Article 1 Protocol 1 of the ECHR, arising
out of a proposed change to the feed-in tariff for solar electricity. The defendant
brought a successful application for summary judgment on limitation grounds and
resisted an appeal to the Court of Appeal. Led by Tom Weisselberg QC.

Employment law in offshore financial centre
Advice to the regulator of an offshore financial centre on the interpretation of local
employment regulations (assisting Ben Jaffey QC).

BT v Ofcom
[2017] EWCA Civ 330

An appeal to the Court of Appeal from Ofcom’s determination that BT should make
repayments with interest in connection with overcharges for Ethernet services
(assisting Tristan Jones).

Judicial review of Legal Aid Agency
Advice on a potential application for judicial review of the Legal Aid Agency’s failure to
determine an appeal against its refusal of funding (assisting Ben Jaffey QC).

Peak Gen and others v Gas and Electricity Markets Authority
(Administrative Court, 2018)

Appeared for the second interested party in support of the respondent to an
application for interim relief in the Administrative Court. The dispute concerned the
implementation of CMP264/265 changes to regulated charges for electricity
transmission.

EDF & SSE v Gas and Electricity Markets Authority
(Competition and Markets Authority, 2018)

Acted for EDF and SSE in an appeal to the CMA under section 173 of the Energy Act
2004. The case concerned the interpretation of an EU Regulation on charges for
electricity transmission and the application of public law principles of regulatory
consistency (with Kieron Beal QC).
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Financial Conduct Authority
Seconded to the Financial Conduct Authority to work on the transfer of claims
management regulation from the Ministry of Justice to the FCA.

IESA Logistics v The Director of Border Revenue
TC/2017/05448

Appeared for the appellant hauliers in their challenge to a seizure decision by the
Border Force.

EU & Competition

Dominic accepts instructions in all areas of EU law and competition work. During
pupillage he assisted in cases before the Hight Court and Competition Appeal Tribunal
and undertook advisory work in connection with various standalone and follow-on
damages collective actions.

Cases

John West Foods v Marine Management Organisation
[2021] EWHC 1763 (QB); [2022] 1 WLR 137

Acted for the claimant importer in a damages claim against the MMO for fishery
products wrongfully detained at port in purported reliance on EU law powers. A
positive judgment for the claimant following a two-day hearing of preliminary issues
was dispositive on all liability issues. (Led by Tom de la Mare QC)

BT v Ofcom
[2017] EWCA Civ 330

An appeal to the Court of Appeal from Ofcom’s determination that BT should make
repayments with interest in connection with overcharges for Ethernet services
(assisting Tristan Jones).

Competition follow-on damages
Advice on the merits of a follow-on damages claim based on findings by the
Competition and Markets Authority that market participants had entered into a
restrictive arrangement (assisting Tristan Jones).

Peugeot SA v NSK Ltd
(Competition Appeal Tribunal)

A follow-on damages claim in relation to the cartelisation of the automotive bearings
market (assisting Tristan Jones).
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Jurisdiction in a pan-European competition damages claim
Advice on jurisdiction issues under the Recast Brussels Regulation in relation to a
pan-European competition damages claim (assisting Tristan Jones).

Deutsche Bahn AG v Mastercard Inc
(High Court)

A claim for damages relating to the setting of payment card interchange fees (assisting
Tristan Jones).

Gibson v Pride Mobility Products Ltd
[2017] 4 CMLR 33 (Competition Appeal Tribunal)

An application for a collective proceedings order under section 47B of the Competition
Act 1998 (assisting Thomas de la Mare QC and Tristan Jones).

ACHIEVEMENTS

Education
BA (Hons) (Oxon), Philosophy, Politics and Economics (First Class), Merton College

GDL (City Law School) (Distinction)

BPTC (City Law School) (Outstanding)

Prizes and Scholarships
Exhibition, awarded for distinction in preliminary exams, Merton College (2006)

Lord Bowen Scholarship, Lincoln’s Inn (2014-15)

Jean Monnet Prize for best performance in EU Law finals, City Law School (2015)

Winner of Graduate Diploma in Law mooting competition, City Law School (2015)

Lord Denning Scholarship, Lincoln’s Inn (2015-16)

VAT registration number: 447008068

Barristers regulated by the Bar Standards Board
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